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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
 
 
 
Present via Zoom: Howard Widelitz, Richard Hopkins, Diane Munroe, Steve Maier, Van Barth, Lisa 
Bernardin, Liv Herdman, Ross Conrad, Lindsey Fuentes-George 
 
Meeting started at 9:00 am 
 
Review of Previous Minutes: 
The main conversation centered around the section that described the MEC’s relationship with the 
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission staff had a concern with the wording of the MEC’s April 
minutes and proposed changes. It was decided that the proposed changed would not be adopted but 
the sentence in question would be deleted. The removal of the sentence did not take away anything 
substantive from the minutes. Separate from this discussion, Richard proposed several clarifications on 
the data involved in the summary of his presentation to the Planning Commission. Ross requested more 
detail about the intern mentioned in the “other business” section. Liv motioned to approve the minutes 
as amended, Diane seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously by all who voted. Lindsey 
abstained. 
 
Energy Planning: 
Richard heard that the Planning Commission has intentions of creating an energy plan but not until 
either 2021 or 2022. He was not sure about the specifics of the Planning Commission’s timeline. Richard 
and Howard will meet with Jennifer Murray to begin partnering with the Planning Commission on an 
energy plan.  
 
Equipment Replacement Schedule: 
Howard heard back from Bill Kernan, who said he was open to the MEC researching alternatives for 
equipment. However, there is not likely to be renewable alternatives for large equipment. Chief Hanley  
had mentioned issues with the anti-idling technology as add-ons to the existing cruisers and decided not 
to acquire the technology for the existing fleet. Howard brought up the idea that a subcommittee should 
be formed to research renewable equipment alternatives. The subcommittee was formed with Howard 
and Diane participating. This may also include Ross’s suggestion for shifting current diesel powered 
vehicles to biodiesel. Howard additionally said that he is going to reschedule a meeting with Kathleen 
Ramsay to discuss equipment replacement further. 
 
Revolving Loan Fund: 
Steve presented his changes to the proposal for the governance structure of the committee that would 
be formed to manage the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF). It would include two members from the MEC and 
two members from the Town staff. A chair would be elected from within these four members. The MEC 
would have the authority to determine how much of its budget to contribute to the RLF yet the RLF 
Committee would have the authority to approve projects. The current proposal calls for projects that 
would bring savings to town departments. The Selectboard has the discretion to override this and 
approve of projects that would not bring cost savings. The next steps are to take this proposal to 
Kathleen Ramsay, Jackie Sullivan and the Selectboard. Liv motioned to accept the changes, Steve 
seconded and the changes were approved unanimously. 
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Net Metering Project: 
The town has received an offer to partner with SolarSense in a net metering contract for a 500kW solar 
array project in Wilmington, VT. The town already has 153kW of net metering from New Haven, and 
since state law limits the town to 500kW of electricity sourced from net metering, the town could 
acquire up to 347kW worth of credit from the SolarSense contract.   There was a request for the Energy 
Committee to provide a recommendation to the Selectboard with regard to the SolarSense contract. 
 
Ross mentioned that Green Lantern Solar has offered a project with a slightly better rate for the Town of 
Middlebury than the SolarSense project. Steve brought up a third option, which is what the Town of 
Bristol is undertaking with Acorn Renewable Energy Co-op. Steve noted that this third option is the most 
complicated but said it could be better for the Town long-term. Howard said that a cost-benefit analysis 
should be done for the SolarSense project, the Green Lantern proposal and the Acorn option. A 
subcommittee consisting of Liv, Steve, Ross and Van was formed to compare these options and 
determine which option or combination of options would be the best for the Town of Middlebury. 
 
Multiple members brought up that effectively assessing the available options requires a better 
understanding of the Selectboard’s priorities for energy projects. Steve said that the May 26th deadline 
for a response on the SolarSense project was not sufficient time. Liv suggested that the MEC provide the 
Selectboard with a list of the MEC’s considerations while also letting them know that more information 
would require more time. 
 
 
 
Ross motioned to adjourn, Lisa seconded. The meeting unanimously adjourned at 10:39 am. 


